U.S. URGES YOUTHS 
TO GO TO RED FETE 


It Unofficially Encourages 
Some to Visit Vienna 


By WILLIAM J. JORDEN 
Special to The New York Times | 


WASHINGTON, March 16—~ 
The United States Government 
is quietly and unofficially en- 
couraging the participation of 
able and thoroughly prepared 
American students in the Com- 
munist-dominated World Youth 
Festival in Vienna this summer. 


In part, this new attitude is 
a reflection of the good job 
some young Americans did in 
describing the United States 
and its attitudes at the big 
Moscow youth gathering two 
years ago. 

In part, the policy is recog- 
nition of the fact that many 
young Americans will be going 
to Vienna during the festival 
(July 26 to Aug. 4) whether the 
State Department approves or 
not. It would be impossible to 
bar travel to a non-Communist 
country such as Austria far 
holders of valid passports. 

Thus, obstacles are not being 
erected for those young persons 
who have inquired about at- 
tending the festival. Rather it 
is the attitude of officials here 
to encourage such persons to 
find out as much as they can 
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U.§. TO LET YOUTH | 
ATTEND RED FETE 


about the festival, its organizers 
and purposes. . 

Students and youths who plan 
to go to Vienna are being ad- 
vised to prepare themselves, too, 
to handle a wide variety of 
questions on the United States, 
its internal conditions and for- 
eign policies. 

With this aim in mind, young 
persons who inquire about the 
Vienna festival usually are re- 
ferred to the Independent Serv- 

the 
This 


ice for Information on 
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'Vienna Youth Festival. 
private and unofficial group has 
its headqttarters in College 
House, Harvard Square, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

Using funds from individuals 
and interested groups, the serv- 
ice has set out to counter, in 
the words of its first brochure, 
ithe “flood of misicading litera- 
ture with which the Communist 
organizers have deluged Amer- 
ican college campuses 
youth organizations’ in 
past. 

Persons interested in attend- 
ing the Vienna meetings are be- 
ing advised to prepare them- 
selves for something more than 
just a good time. They are being 
told they will probably be ex- 
pected at the festival to answer 
numerous. questions, usually. de- 
tailed and sometimes antago- 
nistic about their country, its 
economic system, foreign rela- 
tions and social organization. 

Many of the young Amer- 
icans who took part in the 
Moscow Youth Festival in 1957 
found themselves unprepared to 
deal with the detailed and 
searching questions raised by 
Soviet and other youth. 

The attitude now prevailing 
in the State Department con- 
cerning the participation of 
Americans in the Vienna gath- 


and 
the 


ering does not extend to organ- 
ized groups, Student organiza- 
tions, youth groups, universities 
and colleges have been advised 
not to Jend the prestige of their 
names to the festival. 

Past experience has shown 
that the festival organizers try 
to use such participation to sup-| 
port their claims to broad in- 
ternational support and to back| 
their boast that the festivals 


are ‘neutral’ and “non-po- 
litical.” 
The prime movers in the 


Vienna program, as in the past 
festivals, are the International 
Union of Students and the 
World: Federation of Democratic 
Youth, both Communist-run or- 
ganizations. 

Because of this, most non- 
Communist or anti-Communist! 
student and youth organizations. 
hnve refused to lend their names 
or support to the festival ac-: 
tivities. United States groups. 
such as the National Student 
Association and the Young! 
Adult Council have declined to 
take part, | 

Even in Austria, the: first 
‘non-Communist host for the 
festival, the National Union of, 
Students and the Federation of| 
Youth Groups have opposed the 
‘festival. 

Opposition in Austria has! 
run so high, in fact, that or-; 
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ganizers of this year’s festival] 
are reported to have made plans, 
to move the meeting to Prague, 
Czechoslovakia, at the last 
minute snould that prove neces- 
sary. 

The British Government has! 
formally advised youth organi- 
zations in its country to have| 
nothing to do with the Vienna 
festival, |... 

Some American youths have 
refused to accept the judgment 
against groups-taking part in| 
the festival, A United States 
lfestival committee has been or- 
ganized in. Nei¥ York and has 
the recognition of the festival's 
International Preparatory Com- 
mittee. 

Several members of the New: 
York group were among those 
who attended the youth festival: 
in Moscow ‘two: years ago and 
then went on to Communist 
China, in violation of United 
States“ passport regulations. 

Though they will not be able 
to take part in the Vienna .neet- 
ing themselves, these young 
persons and their friends have 
hecn actively cncouraging others 
to do so. Miss Joann. Grant, 
executive secretary of the New 
York group, said in-a telephone 
conversation today that about! 
200 young persons had indicated | 
they planned to go to Vienna 
for the festival | 

A split has developed among 
those who favor sending a for- 
mal United States delegation to 
Vienna. Miss Barbara Perry of 
Chicago, who also went to Mos- 
cow but not on to Peiping, has 
split with the New York com- 
mittee and set up her own 
American Youth Festival or- 
ganization, 


